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In my Father’s house are many mansions.—Jesus. 
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SERMON. WN0O. II. 


ROMANS, v. 10. For if, when we were enemies, 

we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son: 
| much more, being reconciled, we shall be saved by his 
hfe. 
s A RECONCILIATION always presupposes no 
less than two parties, which in some way or manner, 
are divided from each other. A fault must, likewise, 
exist in one or both of the parties to be reconciled. 
Ifin both, they are to be reconciled to cach other ; 
but if in one only, the whole work of reconciliation 
is confined to the defaulted party. 

Our text represents the two parties to be the Crea- 
_tor and his creatures, the Supreme God and Ruler of 
heaven and earth, and his subjects, the numerous pro- 
geny of Adam’s family. It teaches us that the reconcil- 
iation is effected on the part of the creature, exclusive 
of the Creator. Hence we read, “ we were reconciled 
to God.” But if God ware to be reconciled as wed 
to. 2..Vol. I. 4 
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38 The Christian Repository. 





as man, it would doubtless have read, we and God wey 
reconciled to each other. Nothing like this is found | 
any part of the New Testament. 

Enemies to God are described as being such }y 
alienation and wicked works; (Col. i. 21.) an evi 
heart of unbelief, in departing from the living Goigire 
(Heb. iii. 12.) by a foolish heart ; (Rom. i. 21.) ani 
to use one general term, by sin, the transgression: 
the law, (1 John. iii. 4.) 

It should be observed that the Apostle expresses; 
known and acknowledged idea conditionally, to ink 
an evident consequence, which many have not «ap'h 
clearly discerned. “ If, when we were enemies, 
were reconciled to God by the death of his Son 3 mud o 
more, being reconciled, we shall be saved by his life. * 
This reconciliation embraces, what is called in tha tt 
next verse, the atonement; and includes, according)! 
to scripture, and the almost general consent of mang > 
kind, all men without exception. St. Paul, speaking 1 
of the Mediator between God and men, says, © Ig 4 
pleased the Father, that in him should all fulnemm 
dwell; and, having made peace through the blood off © 
his cross, by him to reconcile all things to himself 
by him, I say, whether they be things in earthg 
things in heaven,” Col.i. 20. In this passage we 
find the peace through the blood of the cross, to he 
the reconciliation of all things to himself; in anothe 
*“ he gave himself a ransom for all ;” and in a third 
*‘ he tasted death for every man.”’ Thus we have the 
universality of atonement or reconciliation by th 
death of Christ, established by scripture. 

The reconciliation of all to God by the death 0 
Christ, according to the views of Christians in genet 
al,is not the actual salvation of all, but it opens 
door, which renders it possible for all to obtain salve 
tion. ‘This exhibits universality in the plan of salve 
tion, but embraces only an uncertain number in tht 
end. ‘Ihe force of the Apostle’s argument is calci 
lated in favor of the plan, but against the uncertail 
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The Christian Repository. - 8§ 


fects. Had this common opinion been the sentiment 
ofthe Apostle, he would have been likely to have 
aid in our text, “ For though, when we were enemies, 
we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son; it 
ollows not of certain consequence, that being reconciied, 
we shall be saved by his life.’ But instead of this, he 


more evident, than that reconciliation should he ef- 
fected by his death. As if he should say, If you be- 
lieve that men, when enemies, were reconciled to 
God by the death of his Son, you ought, by no means, 
to doubt that they will be saved by his life. ‘I's 
this effect we Jikewise find the language of the Savior: 
* For which of you intending to build a tower. sitteth 
not down first and counteth the cost. whether he have 
sufficient to finish it? Lest haply, after he hath laid 
the foundation, and is not able to finish it, all that be- 
hold it begin to mock him, saying, this man began to 
build. and was not able to finish. Or what king go- 
ing to make war with an another king, sitteth not 


down first,and consulteth, whether he be abie with ten» 


thousand to meet him that cometh against him with 
twenty thousand?” Luke xiv. 28—31. 

Our text represents reconciliation by the death of 
Christ, but salvation by his fe. This is worthy of 
particular notice. When an enemy learns, that the 
olject of his disregard is his greatest friend; when he 
finds that this friend voluntarily yields to death for 
him, and others of a like unreconciled character, what 
can have a tendency to operate more, werfully to 
reconcile his heart to the feelings of hist. 4d? In 
this way is the death of Christ communicated to a 
world of sinners. ‘* For when we were without 
strength, in due time Christ died for the ungodly. 
For scarcely for a righteous man will one die; yet per- 
adventure for a good man some would even dare 
to die. But God commendeth his love towards us, in 
that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.” 
The two next verses, one of which is placed at the 


we, 


t 6 het « . % 
bs ie RM a ald 


tee 
SERRE OP) 


emer 


Vk. 
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head of this discourse, describe the consequences, 


‘Much more then,” says the Apostle, “ being justified 
by his blood, we shall be saved from wrath through 
him. For if, when we were enemies, we were recon: 


ciled to God by the death of his Son; much more, 


_— sndaainat we shall be saved by hia life.” 
The life of Christ seems to be that divine energy of 


love that communicates its own principle, by the foree 
of that testimeny which accompanies it through his 
death. Nothing can be fairer than the conclusion of 
another Apostle. who says, “ We love him, because 


he first loved us.” Salvation is life. It is not, there- 
fore unreasonable that the sinner should be saved by 
the life of Christ. 

Reconciliation and salvation appear from our text, 
io have a meaning, not exactly synonymous. Recon- 
eiliation is a calm submission to the will of God ; sal- 
vation embraces an active engagedness in his will 
Reconciliation induces the sinner to lay down the 
weapons of his warfare; salvation -destroys those 
weapons. Reconciliation is, by the death of Christ, 
exhibiting the force of the divine testimony ; salva- 
tion is, by his life, the finishing effect of reconcilia- 
tion. 

It appears to be taken for granted in our text, that 
men, when enemies, are reconciled. to God. Accord- 
ing to the natural import of reconciliation, this seem: 
to imply a paradox; but may be considered strictly 
true, according to the language of God te Abraham, 
who calleth those things that be not as though they 
were, Rom. iv. 17. No person while continuing to 
be an enemy, can be in actual reconciliation, but as 
the sufferings and death of Christ are already complet- 
ed, the ground or cause of reconciliation is finished 
and manifested, so that in view of this, enemies, who 
shall be the subjects of this reconciliation,are account- 
ed reconciled to God by the death of his Son, though 


the reconciliation has not actually and fully taken 
place. 
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That the reconciliation or atonement answers Cel 


tain demands of divine justice, as a preparatory work 
to the salvation of sinners, in the manner it is com- 
monly held, we can hardly conceive to be supported 


by scripture and reason. Our heavenly Father needs 


no propitiatory sacrifice to make him more mercifpl. 
No atonement can be necessary to make him our 


iriend who never was our enemy, and who commends 
ed his love towards us in that while we were sinners 
his Son died for us. . The work of reconciliation or 
atonement, is therefore made the immediate cauze of 
salvation, embracing the effectual means leading 


thereto, as the effect of divine mercy and not the 
cause. But let us understand the atonement in what 


point of view we may, the Apostle is careful to argue 
in favour of the actual salyation of all who are recon- 
ciled by the death of Christ. Instead of being much 
less probable, from acknowledged premises, that God 
would save all men by the life of Christ, than it was 
in ages past, that he would reconcile them by his 
death, as in fact he has, he considers the strength of 
the conclusion to be uch MORE, 


es 


Interpretation of Parables. No. 2. 


The axe laid unto the root of the trees.—martT. Ni. 10. 

“ And now also the axe is laid unto the root of the 
trees: therefore every tree which bringeth not forth 
good fruit is hewn down, and cast into the fire.” 

Three things demand particular attention. 

I. The root of the trees. 
II. The axe laid unto the reot. 

Ill. The trees being hewn down, and cast into 
the fire. 

1. The root of the trees. By trees, we are to under- 
stand primarily, the Jews, to whom John spake, or 
the generation in which he lived. This will be made 
evident by casting an eye on the preceding context, 

. 42 
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42 The Christian Repository. 


Observe: “ But when he saw many of the Pharisees 
and Sadducees come to his baptism, he said unto them, 
O generation of vipers, who hath warned you to flee 
from the wrathtocome? Bring forth, therefore, fruits 
meet for repentance: And think not to say within 
yourselves, We have Abraham to our father: for | 
say unto you, that God is able of these stones to 
raise up children unto Abraham. And now also the 
axe is laid unto the root of the trees.”> What is more 
evident than that these Pharisees and Sadducees, are 
in the first place, called vipers, on account of their 
enmity to the cause of Jesus? In the next place, 
they are called these stones, as possessing hard and un- 
yielding dispositions ; and lastly, trees, bringing forth 
evil fruit, or exhibiting evil practices. In giving the 
Pharisees and Sadducees the character of corrupt 
trees, the harbinger of Jesus directly opposed their 
opinion concerning themselves. They are represent: 
ed as priding themselves in the notion that Abraham 
was their father, though their conduct and his were at 
such direct variance. Sinful, evil, or covetous prac- 
tices were intended, by the fruit ;which was not good. 
‘The quality of trees depends on the root; for, ‘ if the 
root be holy, so are the branches” and the fruit. In 
several other passages, especially in the discourses of ] 
our Lord, the same characters have a similar repre- 
sentation, and their conduct is called the fruit of cor- 
rupt trees. And the reader will easily discover that 
their evil heart was considered the root of the trees. 
Speaking of the blasphemy of the Jews,in ascribing the 
miracle of casting out devils, to power of their prince, 
Jesus adds : “‘ Either make the tree good and its fruit 
good; or make the tree corrupt and its fruit corrupt: 
for the tree is known by its fruit. O generation of 
vipers, how can ye, being evil, speak good things? 
for out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speak- 
eth. A good man out of the good treasure of his 
heart bringeth forth good things, and an evil man, ou! 
ef the evil treasure bringeth forth evil things.”? Matt 
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The Christian Repository. 48 


xii. 33, 34,35. Here the same people, as in our text, 
are called trees, and the heart is the root from which 
their evil fruit proceeds. ‘Ihe same which is first 
denominated a good tree, is next called a good man ; 
and the corrupt tree is the evil man. ‘This being ad- 
mitted it will follow of necessity, that the heart, from 
which proceeds all virtue and vice, is the root of the 
trees. The same representation is continued and 
enlarged, in the fifteenth chapter of the same Evan- 
gelist. ‘‘ Out of the heart proceedeth evil thoughts, 
murders, adulteries, fornication, thefts, false witness, 
blasphemies,” and St. Mark adds, “ covetousness, 
wickedness, deceit, lasciviousness, an evil eye, pride, 
foolishness: all these come from within and defile the 
man.”? Mark vii. 21, 22, 23. 

The whole moral character depends on the heart, 
in voluntary actiens. Hence, for the same reason 
that the Jews were called trees, the disposition of 
heart by which they acted, was called the root of 
those trees. And it may remove some obstacles, in 
the path of sincere inquirers, to observe, that the 
word heart, is generally used in the singular number 
in the scriptures, even when applied to many ; which 
answers to the word root, (not roots) in the parable 
we are endeavoring to interpret. ‘Thus: “ He shall 
turn the heart of the fathers to the children, and the 
heart of the children to their fathers.” ‘ For where 
your treasure is, there will your heart be also.’ Ex- 
amine this point for yourselves. 

2. The axe is laid to the root of the trees. The word 
axe, is.to be defined by analogy ; and it represents the 
doetrine of Jesus or the word of God. By this, they 
were to be hewn down, and finally subdued. ‘The 
truth or doctrine of Christ, was directed to the heart, 
and designed to effect a reformation in the feelings 
and conduct. No reformation in profession was ne- 
cessary ; for the Pharisees were ready to be baptized 
of John in Jordan, confessing their sins, if he would 
allow them to persist in a similar course as before. 
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They would call Jesus Master, if he would indulge 
them in the sinful practives before mentioned. The 
externals, the pomp and show of religion, without the 
reality, was congenial with their feelings. But when 
a doctrine was taught which demanded the exercises 
of the new heart, or of sanctified affections, they were 
offended. Their religion, which, in its primitive 
simplicity and spirituality, possessed many valuable 
traits, and exbibited a good degree of glory, degener- 
ated, through a lapse of ages. into mere profession, or 
formal worship. The light of the commandments was 
overshadowed and obscured by the clouds of tradition, 
Idolizing an observance of the Sabbath; leaning on 
the payment of certain tithes, as upon a staff of prom: 
ise, though, at most, of minor consequence ; professing 
@ scrupulous ‘exactness for the formula of religion, 
with various other practices equally heartless and 
destitute of real virtue, the Jews weuld have been 
easily converted to christianity, had it not been for 
their wilful blindness, and their being “ accustomed 
to evil.”’ Like all other seli-formed sectarians, they 
worshipped an idol of their own invention, and prac- 
tised upon his supposed plan of moral equity and 
justice. Covetousness, enmity, deception, cruelty, 
idolatry, hypocrisy and partiality, were the seven de- 
mons which they possessed, as a church, and the nat- 
ural fruits of which, their conduct, as individuals, ex- 
hibited a harvest. To their heart the doctrine of the 
Lamb was applied; and from his character the most 
benevolent consequences may be inferred. ‘This 
doctrine is, in the scriptures, variously represented. 
In several places it is called a sword, by which as 4 
Prince, he will overcome his foes and save his people. 
“The sword of the spirit, which is the word of God.” 
“Out of his mouth went a sharp two-edged sword.” 
*¢ | will fight against them with the sword of my mouth.” 
The same thing is intended by the sword above de 
scribed, and the axe, in our text: the doctrine of the 
Lord Jesus, or the word of truth is evidently meant. 








> -- & = alee Oe Of 


— > 


ee a tll eee ee lee elle CUO 








en 
S€5 
ere 
ive 
ble 


er 
or 
vas 
On, 
On 


ing 
On, 


en 
for 
ed 


ey 


he 
ost 
113 


3a 
le. 
| 93 


} 


oh 


le- 
he 





The Christian Repository. 45 


8. The trees hewn down-and cast into the fire. 'To 
understand the words trees, fruit, axe, and root, figura- 
tively, or, as commonly used in parables, renders it 
indispensable that the word fire, be understood in the 
same way. Now the same truth which yields the 
peaceable fruits of righteousness to its possessors, is 
the fire of hell to its opposers. Those’ heavenly dis- 
courses of our Lord, which imparted the bread ef life 
to his sincere followers, were often known to kindle a 
raging flame in the combustible passions of his ene- 
miés; a flame, not less productive of pain and anguish, 
than it was destructive of chaff and rubbish. ‘This 
truth, like the natural elements by which it is repre- 
sented, is capable of giving pleasure or pain. Its ten- 
dency is, to destroy every thing impure and destructi- 
ble. This fire is the light of the world, affording the 
highest consolation to the believers in Jesus; but it 
burns with sevenfold heat, in the condemnation of the 
wilful workers of iniquity. Speaking of the coudem- 
nation of unbelievers, the scripture saith; “ And this 
is the condemnation : 'That light is come into the 
world, and men joved darkness rather than iicat, 
because their deeds were evil. For every one that 
doeth evil hateth the light, neither cometh to the 
light, lest his deeds should be reproved.” The evil 
deeds here spoken of, are synonymous with the fruits 
that are not good, mentioned in the parable. ‘The 
light, by which these works of iniquity are exposed, 
and which excites hatred on that account, is the same 
as the axe and the fire. The workers of iniquity hate 
the light of the world, and endeavor to avoid being 
exposed by its illumination. Therefore, we may fair- 
ly infer, that the manifestation of their criminality, is 
a source of the most pungent reproofs, and great men- 
fal pain. “ Whatsoever maketh manifest is light. 
And every man’s work shall be made manifest ; for 
the day shall declare it, because it shall be revealed 
by fire; and the fire shall try every man’s work of 
What sort it is.” ‘The benevolent effect which this 
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46 The Christian Repository. 


manifestation and exposition is intended to produce, 
is no mitigation of its poignancy. The two verses 
which follow our text, contain the word fire, in both 
: which, it admits of a figurative definition. It is un- 
reasonable to suppose it is to be understood in a iter. 


al sense, in either passage. The object of Jehovah 
in sending his Son, as the light of the world, was as 
certain of being accomplished, as he was of not being 


disappointed. The sense in which we understand the 


word, is agreeable to its frequent use in the Jewish 
scriptures. Observe the following: Prov. xxv. 22. 
“ Heap coals of fire on his head.” Isai. x. 17. “ And 


the light of Israel shal! be fora fire.” xxxi. 9. “ Whose 


fire is in Zion and his furnace in Jerusalem.” xxxiii. 
. . o34 
14. « Who among us shall dwell with devouring fire?” 


Amos vii. 4. “‘ The Lord shall contend by fire.” Mal. 
iii. 2. “ For he * tixe a refiner’s fire.” iv. 1. “ Behdid 
the day cometh that shall burn as an oven.” Luke xii. 
49 “I am come to send fire om earth; and what will 
I if it be already kindled” John the Baptist kindled 
at, as we find in our text. Hence he is called “a burn- 
ing and a shining light.’ John v. 35. ‘This is the 
fire intended in the parable under consideration. The 
limits of this sheet forbid further remarks. In a fu- 
ture number a further illustration will be attempted. 
** W hoso readeth, let him understand.”’ R. §S. 


, -—_—— | 


Of man’s active und moral Powers, taken 

Jrem the Elements of Moral Science, by James Be- 

attie, L. L. D. Professor of moral Philosophy and 
Logic in the Marischal College and University of 
Aberdeen. 

(Concluded. ) 

He admits, that, according to his doctrines of ne- 
eessity, the Deity is the cause of all the evil, as well 
as of all the good actions of his creatures. What can 
this mean, but either that there is no difference be- 
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iween moral good and moral evil, between harm and 
injury, between crimes and calamities; or that the 
divine character is as far from being in a moral view 
perfect, as that of any of his creatures ? The same 
writer affirms, that the doctrine of philosophical ne- 


eessity is a modern discovery, not older than Hobbes, 
or, perhaps he might mean than Spinosa. Strange, 


that a thing, in which all mankind are so much 


interested, and of which every man, who thinks, is a 
competent judge, and has occasion to think and 


speak, every day of his life, should not have been 
found out till about two hundred years ago, and should 
still, in spite of all that can be said for it, although 
as certain as that two and two are four, be disbe- 
lieved by all mankind, a few individuals excepted. 
J] shall only add, that if the Deity be,as this author af- 
firms, the cause of all the evil,as well as of all the good 
actions of his creatures, resentment and gratitude to- 
wards our fellow men are as unreasonable as towards 
the knife that wounds, or the salve that heals us ; and 
that to repent of the evil I am conscious of having 
committed would be not only absurd, but impious,be- 
cause it would imply a dissatisfaction with the will of 
Him who was the almighty cause of that evil, and 
was pleased to make me his instrument in doing it. 

I deny not, that the opposite doctrine of liberty 
may be thought to involve in it some difficulties 
which our limited understanding cannot disengage, 
particularly with respect to the divine prescience and 
decrees. But in most things we find difficulties 
which we cannot solve; nor can any man, without 
extreme presumption, affirm, that he distinctly knows, 
in what manner the divine prescience exerts itself, or 
how the freedom of man’s will may be affected by 
the decrees of God. Such knowledge is too wonder- 
ful for us: but of our own free agency we are compe- 
tent judges, because it is a matter of fact and experi- 
ence ; and because all our moral and religious notions, 
that is, all our most important Knowledge, may be 
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said to be either founded on it, orintimately eo 
nected with it. 

As omnipotence can do whatever is possible, s0 
omniscience must know whatever can be known. 
Every thing which God has determined to bring 
certainly to pass, he must foresee as certain: and can 
it be thought impossible, that he should foresee, not 
as certain but as contingent, that which he has deter. 
mined to be contingent and not certain ? — Or will it 
be said that it is not possible for the Almighty to de. 
éree contingencies as well as certainties; to leave it 
in my power in certain cases, to act according {to the 
free determination of my own mind? Our bodily 
strength, and our freedom of choice in regard to good 
and evil, are matters of great moment to us; but the 
latter can no more interfere with the purposes of di- 
vine providence, than the former can retard or accel- 
erate the motion of the earth. It would not be very 
difficult for a prudent man, who should have the en- 
tire command of a few children, to make them, in 
certain cases, promote his views, without Jaying any 
restraint on their will. Infinitely more easy must it 
be for the Almighty and omniscient Governor of the 
universe, so to overrule all the actions of his moral 
creatures, as to make them promote, even while they 
are acting freely, his own wise and good purposes. 

It was said, that the power of beginning motioz, 
exerted of choice by a rational and intelligent being, 
may be called volition, or will. The word mill has 
other significations; but I wish, at present, to use it 
in this sense. 

J call it a power of beginning motion ; meaning by 
the term motion every change in the human mind oF 
body which is usually denominated action. When 
we will to doa thing, we believe that thing to be in 
our power; and when we will, we always will some- 
thing; (and this something may be termed the object 
of volition) even as when we remember we always 
remember something, which may be called the object 
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of remembrance. Things, therefore, done voluntari- 
ly, are to be distinguished from things done, like a 
new born infant’s sucking, by instinct, as well as from 
things done by habit, like the coustant motion of the 
eyelids. 

Will and desire are not the same. What we nill is 
an action, and our own action: but we may desire 
what is not an action, as that our friends may be hap- 
py, or what is not an action of ours, as that our friends 
may behave well. Nay, we may desire what we do 
not will, as when we are thirsty and abstain from 
drink on account of health; and we may nil! what we 
have an aversion to, as when, on the same account, 
we force ourselves fo swallow a nauseous medicine. 
Let us also distinguish between will and command ; 
although, in common language, what a man commands 
is often called his will. We nll fo dosome action of 
ourown; We command an action to be done by an- 
other. Desires. and commands are aiso, in popular 
language, confounded: but here too we must distin- 
guish. ‘* O if such a thing were given me,” is not 
the same with “ cive me such a thing:” and if a ty- 
rant. to get a pretence for punishing, were to com- 
mand what he knew could not be done, it might be a 
command without desire. 

I said, that when we m?/? to doa thing, we believe 
that thing to be in our power, or to depend upon our 
will. In exerting myself to raise a weight from the 
cround, I believe either that I can raise it, or that it 
is in my power to try whether I can raise it or not. 
A very great weight which I know to be fer above 
my strength, | never attempt to raise. I never ex- 
ert myself for the purpose of fying; I never wii! to 
speak a language Ll have not learned; because | know 
it to be out of my power. Our will may, however be 
exerted in attempting to do what we know to be at 
first trial impracticable ; as when one begins to learn 
to perform ona musical instrument: but in this we 
believe, that frequent attempts, properly directed, will 
No. 2. Vol. i. ) 
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make the thing possible, and at last easy. And we 
know, that the first principles of musical performance; 
as well as of other arts, are adapted to the ability 
of a beginner, and consequently in his power. 

Some acts of the will are transient; others more 
lasting. When I mill to stretch out my hand and 
snuff a candle. the energy of the will is at an end a; 
soon as the action is over. When I will to read a 
book, or write a letter, from beginning to end, without 
stopping, the willis exerted till the reading or writing 
be finished. We may will to persist for a course of 
years in a certain conduct; to read, for example, so 
much Greek every day, till we learn to read it with 
ease ; this sort of will is commonly called resolution, 
We may will or resolve to do our duty on all occa- 
sions as long as we live; and he who so resolves, 
and perseveres in the resolution, is a good man. A 
single act of virtue is a good thing, but does not make 
aman of virtue: he is only so, who resolves to be 
Virtuous, and adheres to his purpose. 

Aristotle rightly thought, that virtue consists not 
in transient acts, but in a settled habit or disposition ; 
agreeable to which is the old definition of Justice, 
constans et perpetua voluntas secum cuique tribuendi,* 
so of the other virtues. He is not a temperate or val- 
iant man, who is so now and then only, or merely by 
chance; but he who is intentionally and _ habitually 
temperate or valiant: Him, in like manner, we judge 
to be a vicious character, not who through the weak- 
ness of buman nature has fallen into transgression, but 
who persists in transgressions, or intends to transgress, 
or is indifferent whether he transgress or not, or re- 
solves that he will not take the trouble to guard 
against it. 


* A constant <nd perpetual will with himself to render te 
every one his due, 
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Remarks on the durability of hell-torments. 


In these remarks I shal! confine myself to a quota- 
tion from Wood’s Dictionary of the Bible; found also 
in nearly the same words in Brown’s under the article 
hell. 

“There is no ground to doubt of the eternity of 
its torments: it is represented as a fire that cannot be 
quenched, and whose smoke ascendeth up lor ever 
andever. No sironger word is used to express the 
duration of the heavenly felicity, than to represent 
the duration of the torments of hell. Mait. xxv. 46. 
Nor do such as fondly doubt of the eternity of hell- 
torments, or of the proportion between temporary sin- 
ning and eternal punishment, seem to attend to the 
infinite excellency of God against whom sin is com- 
mitted.”’ 

|. The learned writer of the above article, was ex- 
tremely confident that he wascorrect. ‘This we learn 
by his saying, “ There is no ground to doubt of 
the eternity of its torments.” Notwithstanding we 
would render all proper deference to the talents and 
piety of the above named characters, we remember 
that ancient character of equal eminence, who ac- 
knowledged and said, “I verily thought, I ought to 
do many things cortrary to the name of Jesus of 
Nazareth.”?> As he was mistaken in his zeal for God, 
it is possible they may be. 

2. They found this fatal conclusion on an idea, that 
it is represented to fire that cannot be quenched. We 
coubt this as an undeniable conclusion, because we 
have heard of many fires that never were quenched, 
but yet have gone out. ‘To give one example, we 
mention, Jer. vil. 20. 

3. They rest their conclusion on the idea that eternal 
connected with life,is “no stronger’ word than everlast- 
ing connected with punishment, in Matt. xxv. 46. Ad- 
mitting the justness of the remark, the propriety of 
the conclusion is doubted. No stronger word repre- 
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sents the ways of God in Hab. iil. 6, than is used to 
represent the durability of the mountains; and yet, 
ihe same text says, they “ were scattered.” 

4. The reason we doubt the eternity of hell-tor- 
ments, or the proportion between temporary sinning 
and eternal punishment, they think, is because we 
seem not to attend to the infinite excellency of God, 
against whom sin is committed. To this subject, 
then, let us now attend. If sin receive the atrocity 
of its nature, because committed against infinite excel- 
lency. to such a degree as to render the sinner unpar- 
donable, or to place him beyond all bounds of mercy, 
how is it possible that a method could have been 
devised by which any of the human family should 
obtain salvation? All are alike in this direful pre- 
dicament. The idea that sin is infinitely iil-deserv- 
ing, because committed against infinite excellency, 
destroys Il distinction in the nature of crimes, 
and make. one as great 2 sinner as another. Man’s 
ability to act is finite; and of course variable in dif- 
ferent persons. And as no being can act beyond its 
power, so man being finite, can do no more than finite 
actions. Now if we admit the eternity of hell-torment 
from the excellency of God, we find no room for hope 
for any of our race. 

5. We admit not the idea, because infinite excel- 
lency has commended itself in love towards us, in that 
while we were sinners “ Christ died for us,” “ died 


for the ungodiy,” “tasted death for every man,” 
Rom. v. 6, 8, and Heb. ii. 9. 


6. We doubt the idea, because infinite excellency 
has put the keys of hell and death into the hands of 
a powerful friend, who loves sinners so well, that he 
died for the ungodly. Rev.i. 18. 

7. We remain doubting it, because he came to ful- 
fil the desire of no one, except to accomplish the will 
of Him who will have all men to be saved and come 
unto the knowledge of the truth, John vi. 33, and | 
‘Tim, i. 4, 
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8. We fondly doubt of the eternity of hell-torments, 


because the infinite excellency of God, against whom 
sin is Committed, has said, ‘“ O hell,* I will be thy 
destruction !” 


* Hosea xiii. 14. Heb. sheol, Greek hades, Eng. grave or 
hell. Grave is used in our translation ; but the Hebrew 
sheol is the same that is rendered hell in Deut. xxxii. 22, and 
in many other places of the Old Testament; perhaps in all 
where the word hell is found in English. 


Biblical Criticism. 
1 Cor. xv. 29. ‘ Else what shall they do which 


are baptized for the dead, if the dead rise not at all? 
why are they then baptized for the dead ?”’ 

'I'wo interpretations may be given of these words. 
First. To prove the doctrine of the resurrection the 
Apostle here brings into view, among other argu- 
ments, the sufferings of Christians for asserting and 
adhering to this doctrine: and asks, “ Else,” i. e. if 
there be no resurrection of the dead, what shall they 
do, or what advantage shall they derive who are bap- 
tized, overwhelmed in sufferings for testifying to the 
fact of the resurrection of Christ from the dead, and 
declaring their belief in the resurrection of the saints 
at the day of judgment ? Now, as if he had said, what 
advantage shall they derive, if there be no resurrec- 
tion? why are they baptized ? immersed in suffer- 
ings, and stand in jeopardy every hour? why, to speak 
after the manner of men, have I fought with beasts at 
Ephesus ? what advantageth it me if the dead rise 
not? The sufferings of primitive Christians is proof 
of the resurrection of the dead—they were thus bap- 
tized for their profession of this doctrine. 

Second. Baptized for the dead. As though he 
should say, if there be no resurrection of the dead, the 
sacrament of baptism loses its significancy : for as the 


believer rises out of the water in baptism, he gives as- 
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surance of this hope. It is absurd therefore for some 
among you who have been baptized to say there is no 
resurrection of the dead; for by their baptism they 
have declared their belief in, and given a representa- 
tion of this very thing. Your baptism is a refutation 
of your error. Rom. vi. 4.—BAPTIST MAGAZINE. 





For the Christian Repository. 


Ma. Epiror.—Believing that the Christian Reposi- 
tory is designed for the detection of error. as well as for 
the discovery of truth, and feeling fully persuaded 
that a late system of divinity which is circulated with 
industry, and read with avidity, is replete with absurd- 
ity and contradiction, I shall attempt to point out some 
of the many inconsistencies, with which this system 
abounds; and if you think them worthy, you have 
the liberty to insert them in the Repository. 

The foundation of the system alluded to appears 
to be this:—That man possesses two natures totally 
distinct ;* the one heavenly, the other earthly or car- 
nal. The heavenly nature is perfectly pure, and ean- 
not be contaminated by the lusts of the flesh. The 
earthly nature is corrupt, and is constantly prompting 
men to deeds of iniquity. In this fleshly constitution, 
ali sin originates, and to this all punishment will be 
confined. Now on this scheme it appears to be per- 
fectly idle, to talk either of virtue or vice. All sin is 
committed by this carthiy nature; the mind, being 
pure, does not partake of the evil actions. This earth- 
ly principle is sinful by nature. and what is natural is 
necessary, and what is necessary is not sinful, because 
it cannot be avoided. So on the other hand, all vir- 
tuous actions are performed by the heavenly nature, 
and consequently they cannot be virtuous, because 


* Something similar to the two natures in Christ, with 
which this system is at open war. 
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hey are natural and necessary. Therefore the ac- 
jions of men are neither blame nor praise-worthy, on 
‘his scheme. 

If it be urged, as the system sometimes admits, that 
he soul of man or the heavenly nature assents and 
participates with the earthly in the perpetration of 
crimes—lI reply, this is giving up the system at once. 
For if the mind be an accomplice with the body in 
acts of sin, it is vicious, becomes corrupted, and con- 
sequently its perpetual purity must be given up. Now 
if this heavenly nature becomes contaminated, it is 
punishable, and the dissolution of the body can render 
it neither holy nor happy. 

Salvation, on the scheme we are examining, con- 
sists in being delivered from this earthly nature, or 
from the power and dominion of its lusts and fears. 
For proof of universal salvation, the advocates for 
this scheme depend on all those passages, that assert 
that “ Jesus Christ came into the world to save sin- 
ners—to save the world,” &c and that he “ gave 
himself a ransom for all, to be testified in due time.” 
From hence it is asserted, that Jesus Christ came with 
an express design to save every individual of Adam's 
race, and cannot be defeated in his original purpose. 
But, as throwing off the body amounts to complete 
salvation, this scheme is destroyed by itself. For 
death comes with its destructive power, and sweeps 
the sinner to glory, before the news of a Savior reach- 
eshim. The heathen and all that die without the 
saving knowledge of Christ, are saved by their own 
dissolution. and therefore, the assertion that Christ 
will save ail for whom he died, fails to the ground. 

This system further maintains that all punishment 
is salutary, designed for, and will eventuate in the 
reformation of the punished. Now we see many per- 
sons, for sins they have committed, subjected to a 
state of punishment, but before this punishment has 
produced its salutary effect, the grim tyrant death ap- 
proaches with rapid strides, and snatches the sufferer 
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to felicity. Such persons were not reformed in the 
least, by their sufferings, because death intervened 
and prevented its beneficial effects. Here again this 
scheme is at war with itself, and consequently cannot 
stand. 

This scheme also asserts that the present state of 
the world will always continue. We hear its advo. 
cates challenging the exhibition of a single passage, 
that speaks of the dissolution of the earth, and calling 
upon those who hold that doctrine, to give their rea- 
sons therefor. Now on this scheme it is perfect non- 
sense, to talk of a final reeonciliation of all things to 
God. The scheme under examination maintains, that 
all sin originates in the flesh, and so long as men con- 
tinue in this world, they will not be entirely reconciled 
to their Maker. So long as the present state of the 
world continues, and men come into it as at present, 
some at least will be in a state of unreconciliation. 
And if the present form of the world always remains, 
@ reconciliation of all men can never take place. But 


we hear the abeitors of this system constantly speak- 


ing of a time, when “all things shall be reconciled to 
God,” when “ Christ shall deliver up the kingdom to 
the Father, that God may be all in all.” Here again 
this scheme is at variance with itself, and like a di- 
vided kingdom will be brought to dissolution. 

These are a few of the many inconsistences with 
which this system abounds. How its advocates will 
reconcile these contradictions, | am unable to deter- 
mine. Perhaps they may flee for refuge to the trventy- 


fourth of Matthew, but what assistance the thirty- 
fourth verse of that chapter will yield them, let the 


reader judge. For myself, I am fully persuaded that 
** this generation mill pass away before all these” ab- 
surdities can be reconciled. Notwithstanding the 
scheme of the tmmediate salvation of all men, involves 
many of the grossest absurdities, the doctrine of a 
future punishment, limited by a general restoration, is 
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fee from all these embarrassments, and :s perfectly 
consistent with reason and scripture. 


HYRAM. 


For the Christian Repository. 


Mr. Epiror.—There is a scheme of sacred criti- 
cism lately come before the public, which, for its con- 
ciseness and facility, has never, perhaps, been equalled. 
Those who are well skilled in this scheme, can inter- 
pret the most intricate and difficult passages of scrip- 
ture with the greatest ease imaginable. Even passages 
which are incorrect in English versions. can be 
interpreted with the greatest plainness and consisten- 
cy, withoat any appeals to the original. Every 
person of real discernment, must perceive the great 
utility of this system. The only embarrassment 
attending this scheme, is its peculiar idioms. It is 
necessary that those who wish to be expert in this 
scheme, should be well acquainted with all its teeh- 
nical words and phrases, as without this knowledge, 
they will be liable frequently to be led astray. 

Probably many of your readers are not acquainted 
with this system, and therefore I will present them 
with a few exercises, a8 specimens, to give a general 
clue io the scheme. 

The idioms of this system are the following :— 
‘heavenly nature,’ ‘ heavenly constitution,’ ‘ heavenly 
man,’ * heavenly and spiritual man,’ ‘ heavenly pria- 
ciple ;’ * earthly nature,‘ fleshly nature,’ ‘carnal na- 


ture,’ ‘carnal man,’ ‘ Adamic principle,’ * Adamic na- 


ture, &c. &e. Ke. 

There are many passages of scripture which can be 
interpreted by recurrence te these idioms. Example. 
Matt. iii. 12. In this text, the ‘chaff’ signifies the 
Adamic nature, and the ‘ wheat,’ the heavenly princi- 
ple. The ‘ unquenchable fire,’ by which the chaff is 
to be burnt, is God! 
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There are two or three key texts, by which a large 
number of passages may be opened. It is really as- 
tonishing what a large proportion of the New Testa- 
ment can be explained by these key texts. Indeed, 
if a person is only apt in this scheme, there is scarce- 
ly a passage but that can be clearly understood by 
the help of these keys. This may be seen in the fol- 
lowing examples. Any passage which speaks of the 
future coming of Jesus Christ, (such as Matt. xxv. 31. 
2 Thess. i. 7—10, Acts i. 10, 11, &c.) is to be under- 
stood as applicable to the Apostolic age. See Matt. 
XVi. 28, xxiv. 34. Mark ix. 1. 

Any passage which speaks of a resurrection to con- 
demnation (such as John v. 28. Dan. xii. 2.) may be 
understood by turning to Matt. xvi. 28. xxiv. 34. 

Any passage which speaks of a day of general judg. 
ment, (such as Rev. xx. 12,13. Acts xvii. 31. Matt, 
xxv. 31—46.) is fully explained by Matt. xxiv. 34.* 

Those who wish to expunge the doctrine of future 
punishment from Christianity, will find much assist- 
ance from a thorough knowledge of this scheme, 
They who are well acquainted with it, can easily make 
it appear, that the coming of Christ, the resurrection 
of the dead, and the judgment of the world, all took 
place in the age of our Savior. So that we who now 
live, have not even a present judgment to fear, far jess 
a futureone. It is, therefore, strongly recommended 
to all those who wish to get rid of a future retribution 
to study this scheme. 

This communication is not designed to give a full 
view of the system—only its general outlines. They 
who wish for further information are directed to the 
writings of its principal advocate. 


PHILO. 


* The reader will have the goodness to turn to the passages 
referred to and read them. 
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The two Ministers. 


Ma. Epiror.—By inserting the following matter of 
fact, in your pacific Repository, you will confer a real 
favor on the subscriber, and present to your numer- 
ous readers a reasonable exposure of the singular con- 
duct of a Baptist minister. R. 8S. 


On the 2d Sabbath in August, 1820. at the West 
meeting-house in Townsend, Vt. the Rev. Ruel La- 
throp, of Cavendish, a Calvinistic Baptist preacher, 
proposed delivering a lecture on the following text : 
Matt. xviii, beginning at the 15th verse—and he con- 
tinued to explain each particular, to the 19th : “More- 
over if thy brother trespass against thee, go and tell 
him of his fault between thee and him alone,” &e. 
By turning to the text, the reader will discover. that 
the preacher was naturally led to treat of church dis- 
cipline. He made some observations which were 
unobjectionable. ‘To do him justice, it must be re- 
marked, that he appeared to be well acquainted with 
church difficulties, and with the best method of ex- 
posing and condemning an accused brother. From 
his being so systematical and ready in his remarks, one 
would suppose him more skillful in pulling up tares, 
than in sowing the good seed of the kingdom. Un- 
derstanding every winding passage in the scheme of 
serpentine cunning, he eagerly pursued an offending 
brother to the door of the church, thrusting bim out, 
there being no possibility of a return. ‘The observa- 
tions to which I allude, were made on this part of the 
text: “Whatseever ye shall 47nd on earth shall be 
bound in heaven.” &c. Explanatory of this, Mr. La- 
throp informed his Baptist brethren, that they should 
be extremely careful, in their church meetings, how 
they dealt with an accused brother; because their 
doings were all sanctioned in heaven. If a brother 
Were accused of a crime before that church, and they 
proceeded according to the rules laid down by our 


Lord, in his text, and they adjudged him guilty. and 
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turned him out of the church, it would be recorded jp 
heaven, and never could be altered: Whatsoever y 
bind on earth, said he, is bound in heaven; that is, i 
is fixed unalterably. On the other hand, if they tried 
an accused brother according to rule, and found him in. 
nocent,that would in like manner, be written in heaven; 
and as they had loosed him from the allegation here, so - 
it would stand there ; and no alteration could be made. pl 


done for them of my Father,” the preacher observed, 
“What an encouragement, brethren. for wnton in 
prayer. if any lvo of you agree in your petition, ao 
answer is certain. Your Lord has promised to answet 
any request you shall make, if only two of yor are 
agreed. A}! ages of the church, have furnished proof 
of the faithfulness of our Lord, in fulfilling this prom- 
ise; and there is. ibe same encouragement for you 
now to be united, as for any others, who have gone 
before you!” 

Having finished his observations on church dis- 
cipline, designed for his brethren, Mr. Lathrop ad- 
dressed himself to the rest of his audience, thus :— 
** And belore | close my remarks, 1 wish to call upon 


This consideration admonished them to be careful, pa [Be °° 
tient, and candid in their examination of an accused 
brother ; and, so much the more, as they were liable to 
be deceived in testimony, and give wrong judgment, al- - 
ter the strictest trial and most careful examination for h 
facts. But Mr. Lathrop very gravely stated, that if 
the church were mistaken, and pronounced an inno- ; 

cent brother guilty, in consequence of false testimony, 
that was the brother’s misfortune ; for, since what they : 
bound on earth, was bound in heaven, be must suffer , 
as though really guilty of the crime alleged against , 
him. This, he said, might seem hard; but it was & ; 
agreeable te the words of our Lord in the text, and ' 
we had no right to alter his language, or find fault & , 
with the orders and rules of his house. ) 
2. In relation to the words, “lf any two of you shall ) 
agree as touching any thing they shail ask. it shail be | 
| 
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my friends who are now present, and out of the church, 
to consider that you are in a dangerous situation; and 
will be ghosts in hell as long as God lives. If you 
do not belong to Christ’s visible church, you are out 
of Christ, and have not the least hope. For if you 
are out of Christ you are none of his; and if you are 
none of his, you will never be saved. Consider how 
plainly our Lord teaches this, here in the third chap- 
terof John, the third verse; Except a man be born 
again, he cannot see the kingdom of God. ‘Therefore 
if you have not been born again, you will go to hell, 
and be a tormented ghost, as long as God exis‘'s. For 
if you get into hell there is no escape from that prison; 
but you will have to stay there till you have paid the 
last farthing, which you will never be able to do. 
See the proof of this, here in Proverbs, the twenty- 
ninth chapter and first verse: He that, being often 
reproved hardeneth his neck, shall suddenly be de- 
stroyed, and that without remedy. Now if there is 
no remedy, they never can come out of hell; which 
is the strongest proof, that wicked men and devils 
will be tormented in hell, as long as the righteous are 
happy in heaven. And our Lord has plainly declared 
this, by affixing te punishment, an adjective of time, 
expressive of endless duration. And the same word 
which declares the duration of misery in hell, declares 
also the existence of God ; as you may see in Romans, 
the sixteenth chapter, and the twenty-sixth verse,* 
where we read of the everlasting God. And it is 
Known and acknowledged by all learned men, that 
the eternity of the torments of hell, is as fully set 


*As Mr. Lathrop professes an acquaintance with the 


Greek Janguage, he is requested to turn to his Greek Testa- 


ment and examine the verse immediately preceding the one 
he has quoted. There he will find the same adjective con- 
hected with chronois, times, but he will search in vain for 
ény word in the English that looks like «ndless du-aiton. 
he answerable English is since the world b.gan, insiead of 
everlasting times.—EpITOR. 
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forth in the Bible, as the eternal existence of God: 
none but ignorant and unlearned men deny this truth. 
And Peter, you know, here in his second Epistle, last 
chapter, and sixteenth verse, speaking of brother 
Paul’s writings, says, there are some things hard to 
be understood, which, they that are unstable and un. 
learned, wrest,as they do also the other scriptures, unto 
their own destruction. Observe: as they do also the 
other scriptures. But it is the ignorant and unlearn- 
ed, those who are but superficially acquainted with 
language, that do not understand these truths. And 
your Lord has said, they are blind leaders of the 
blind; and in another piace you are told, not to re- 
ceive them into your house, nor bid them God speed 
—and Peter, in another place, says, they speak evil 
of the things they understand nof, and shall utterly 
perish in their own corruption. Now if you follow 
these men, you know your portion ; you must sink 
down to hell, and remain there with devils and 
the blackest characters, as long as God lives. It is 
possible there is no one here, but what will agree to 
these things; but if there is any one, who disagrees 
with me, he is requested to signify his objection, 
cither directly or indirectly.” 

Mr. Lathrop took his seat in a pew; a respectable 
physician, of talents and college education, made some 
liberal observations, approbating, however, the dis- 
course we had heard. The preacher then read the 
S4th Psalm, 2d part, commenting on each stanza, in 
as learned. lucid, and oratorical a manner, as he had 
on the scriptures. It was sung; when the writer of 
this article went to Mr. Lathrop, and asked him, 
whether he was willing to have a request made, be- 
fore that audience, in relation to his observations ? 
His reply was. *‘ The meeting-house is not mine; g0 
to those who own it.’ I observed to him that! 
should not have asked that favor, if he had not public- 
ly requested a direct or indirect reply, from any one 
who objected to bis statements. It was proposed by 
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the owners of the house, to close the meeting, and 
then give me an opportunity to speak. ‘The follow- 
ing is my request : 

J bhave no disposition, respected friends, to enter 
upon a disputation with the gentleman, respecting 
sentiments, or any thing else. ai this tine. Butas he 
has positively and repeatedly stated, that none bat 
the ignorant and unlearned have denied the doctrine 
of endless misery, and, that if any one present has an 
objection,he wished him to state it: and,as I do deny his 
statement, and pledge myself, if required, to prove ihe 
reverse; therefore, I request the gentleman to enter 
upon a written discussion of the subject, with me. at 
some future day, and | will engage to lay our writings 
before this audience and the pulic. I will give him 
my name and place of abode, if he will agree to write. 

Mr. Lathrop replied, ‘1 profess to take the Bible 
fer my guide. as to my practice as well as sentiments ; 
and that says, they are biind leaders of the blind; let 
them alone—and that is all [I will have to do with 
them,’ and waiked nimbly out of the house, 

1. The first thing in this remarkable account, 
which demands particular attention, is, the applica- 
tion Mr. Lathrop made of histext- Can any one 
persuade himself to believe, the preacher was sincere? 
Does he believe that the words of Christ, addressed 
to his Up and followers, while enjoying the gift 
of the Holy Ghost, are to be applied to the present 
church, without any limitation? Ifso, they can per- 
form miracles as in apostolic times. Whatsoever the 
Apostles did, while under the direction of the Holy 
Spirit, was sanctioned in heaven. Those things which 
they bound men to perform, were required of them in 
heaven; and in giving forth the law of their Master, 
if they excused men from the observance of any sup- 
posed duty, it was to be relied on as authentic, just, 
and right. But Mr. Lathrop teaches the church in 
Townsend, that even ther errors are sanctioned in 
heaven. Aninnocent brother, if by them declared 
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guilty, is so recorded in heaven, and must suffer as 
such. But, will a God of infinite perfection, appro- 
bate a false sentence, and carry into execution the 
blunder of a corrupted church? So saith Mr. Lathrop. 
Unaecountable! Reader, look at this horrible picture. 
A really innocent brother be adjudged in heaven, as 
a cruninal,because the baptist church made a mistake, 
and thought him guilty!! And what would one suf- 
fer who was really guilty, and, adjudged so by the 
church? Answer, he would be turned out of the 
ceburch, andj consequently, out of heaven—for Mr. 
Lathrop says there is no salvation out of the ehurch. 
And what else? Why, he says, that such an one 
would go to hell, and be tormented as long as God 
lives. Now, if the brother, who is really innocent, 
but adjudged guilty by his brethren, must suffer as 
theugh a criminal, then he must go to hell and be 
tormented forever! And for what? foraerime ? No; 
but for this plain reason : he joined a baptist church, 
and one of them accused him wrongfully, others testi- 
fed against him, and the residue judged him unjustly, 
and God sanctioned their unjust sentence, and sent 
him to endless misery!!! Is this rewarding men ac- 
cording to their works? or, according to the mistaken 
judgment of an ignorant and superstitious church! 
But this is not all. If a real criminal comes before 
his brethren, urderan allegation, and by craft and 
suborned witnesses, deceives them, and they acquit 
him, Mr. Lathrop says he is loosed in heaven, and 
pone can alter it. Hence the real rogue will enjoy 
all the advantages of his brethren, by whom he is 
loosed from a just charge, and bid welcome to heaven. 
This is the doctrine of the Church of Rome, improved. 
The pardon of crimes, aecording to Mr. La- 
throp’s divinity, costs no money. The risque of 
undergoing an examination is all that is required. 
Nor is that very great, especially if the accused bro- 
ther or sister, is possessed of considerable property: 
and is pretty influential in the church; as has been 
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evinced of Iate, even among those to whom Mr. La- 
throp was preaching. Marvel not, my friends, at the 
conduct of Roman Catholic Priests! I challenge 
you to find one, this side the Atlantic, that will ex- 
ceed the statements made by our Baptist priest. He 
inhales the spirit and doctrine of the Mother Church. 
Nor can she find fault with her son, if teaching, that 
a vote of a Protestant church, will send a good man 
toheil, anda villain to heaven, is agreeable to her 
creed!! If Mr. Lathrop has any explanation to give 
of his meaning, different from his positive and dog- 
matical assertions, we shall be ready to hear him, and 
reply with candor. 

2. Was the preacher sincere in applying the part 
of his text, which spake of prayer, fo that church with- 
out limitation ? Jf any two of you shall agree, it shall 
be done for you, &c. His conduct appears singular, 
for a new-born creature. One of two things are evi- 
dent; either no two of that church agree, in pray- 
ing for peace and union, or their prayers are not 
heard. For, painful as it is to relate, a more conten- 
tious and disunited people can rarely be found. They 
have just had some before the bar, and especially one 
elect lady, their justification of whom, has offended 
many. Can no two agree long enough, to pour forth 
an ejaculation for harmony and good will? If they 
could, and Mr. Lathrop’s word should prove true, 
and an answer be granted, the whole vicinity, yea, 
town apd county, would be filled with rejoicing and 
gladness. 

3. What does the reader think of Mr. Lathrop’s 
assertion, that none but ignorant and unlearned men 
have denied the eternity of hell torments? Is there 
One who soberly believes the statement? I presume 
not. Does he belteve tt himself? To speck chariia- 
bly, is he so ignorant? It is impossible. In the 
judgment of chaiity, he must have a hig her rank. 
He is either to be pitied or blamed ; pitied, if thus ig- 
norant—dblamed, if he knows better, and means to de- 
6 2 














66 The Christian Repository. 


ceive. This is using great plainness of speech, I am 
sensible. Let Mr. Lathrop make his defence, and ex. 
onerate himself if he be able. It would be satisfacto. 
ry to me to have him produce convincing proof 
that his words were spoken in sincerity, though 
every man of reading knows they were untrue— 
Does Mr. Lathrop mean to be understood that 
even Mr. Wuncuestern, Dr. Cuauncey, Dr. | 
Huntineton, -and Dan Foster, were ignorant and P 
unlearned men? Here is work enough for charity : 
and forbearance. 'T’he former was pronounced a man E 
of talents, candor, and learning, by the London Criti- 
cal Reviewers; and the three last were divines of | 
liberal education, and undisputed abilities and infor. } 
mation. Look at the writings of those authors, and 
then judge. Has Mr. Lathrop ever examined those : 
authors? Ifhe had, he would know better than to 
impose his groundless statements on a christian au- | 
dience. If he has read them, and yet persists in his 
declarations, he is without excuse. But if these are 
acknowledged to give him the refutation, what will 
you say, when I name, Petspierre, Cleyne, Simpson, 
Scarlett, Tillotson, Stonehouse, Whiston, Chevalier 
Ramsay, the scientific Priestley, Newton, Hartly, Bur- 
net, Rust, More? Men of the first talents and erudi- 
tion, and whose names will live in future generations, 
when Mr. Lathrop and the writer, have long since 
flown off, on rings oblivious. Or, if you please, go 
back to the fathers of the church, Origen, Tertullian, 
Romanus and Clemens. To assert, that none but ig- 
norant and unlearned men have denied the eternity 
of hell torments, is not only abusive of the living, but 
ignorant or sacrilegious trampling on the ashes of the 
worthy dead! Further remarks are reserved for the 
next number, in which brief notice will be taken of 
the texts Mr. Lathrop quoted to prove endless misery. 


RUSSELL STREETER. 
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ma On the nature of Punishment. 

4 Punishment, as an act of the Supreme Being, must 
if be the effect of some design. As he can have no 
-b other design but that which is good, so it seems diffi- 
“4 cult to conceive, that he can have any other object 
at in punishment. 


Various are the names, used to define the nature of 
d punishment. As a proportionate reward for iniquity, 
| it is sometimes called retributive justice. As given in 


4 prescribed rules, it is said to be the penalty of the law. 
As designed for amendment, it is called disciplinary. 
of In communities, we sometimes find, that punishments 


which are designed for good, cannot always be for 


d the good of the sufferers, but for the general benefit 
of the communities. In cases of executions, it gives 


- — 


“ the sufferers no opportunity for amendment; or, at 
. least, as it respects this life, except what they gather 
t, by reflection, before their punishment takes place. 
“ But such punishment is justified only by the weak- 


r ness of human authority ; for where the criminal can- 
not be reformed, for the preservation of society, he 
must be set aside. 


: It is easily seen that all disciplinary punishments, 
7 are directly for the good of the sufferers. It is, there- 
: fore, a question to which we would now attend, 
. whether all punishment by the hand of God may be 
> considered disciplinary. No one can suppose this to 


be true of interminable misery. But as it is possible 
for a punishment to be for the good of others, that is 
: not disciplinary, as in cases of executions, already 
t mentioned, the inquiry remains, what good design 
' there can be in the infliction of endless misery ? ‘The 
writer thinks. that it is only on the Hopkinsian ground, 
f that any consider the future endless misery of the 
wicked for the general good of the whole of mankind, 
Which they understand to be in a collective sense. 
On this idea, therefore, let us employ an argument. 

[To be contineed. | 





ee ee 


68 The Christian Repository. 


Proceedings of the Southern Association, 


The Southern Association of Universalists met at 
the house of Rev. Joshua Flagg, in Scituate, Mass, 
on Wednesday the 14th of June, 1820. 

1. Chose Br. Hosea Bauiov, Moderator. 

2. Chose Br. Josuua Fuaee, Clerk. 

The order of public services was as follows: 
MORNING SERVICE. 

Br. Hosea Ballou, the Introduetory Prayer. Br. 
Richard Carrtque, the Sermon, from Eph. i. 9, 10, 
“Having made known unto us the mystery of his will, 
according to his good pleasure, which he hath purpos- 
ed in himselt’; that in the dispensation of the fulness 
of times he might gather together in one all things in 
Christ, both which are in heaven, and which are cn 
earth, even in him.” Concluding Prayer, by Br. 
Dad Pickering. 

AFTERNOON SERVICE. 

Br. David Pickering, the Introductory Prayer. Br. 
Paul Dean, the Sermon, from Acts xi. 13,14, “And 
he shewed unto us how he had seen an angel in his 
house, which stood and said unto him, Send men to 
Joppa, and call for Simon, whose surname is Peter, 
who shall tell thee words whereby thou and all thy 
house shall be sayed.” Br. Richard Carrique, the 
Concluding Preyer. 

THIRD SERVICE. 

Br. Richard Carrique, the Introductory Prayer. Er. 
Hosea Ballou, the Sermon, from 1 Thess. iii. 19. 
“And might perfect that which is lacking in yout 
faith.” Br. David Pickering, the Concluding Prayer. 

The Southern Association was adjourned, to meet 
at Attleborough, Mass. the second W ednesday in De- 
cember next. 

A very large congregation attended the services, 
and gave great evidence of av ery deep interest in 
the word of doctrine which was delivered. 
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We are happy to inform our friends in different 

| parts, that the Society in Scituate has receatly re- 

. ceived many additions from adjoining towns, and ap- 
‘ > 

pears to be in a flourishing condition. 


F 
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Installation. 


On Wednesday last, (August 9, 1820) the Rev. 
BarzitiA STREETER was installed as pastor of the 
First Universalist Church and Society in Salem, Ms. 
The public solemnities were as follows: 

Br. Hosea Ballou of Boston, the Introductory Pray- 
er. Br. Sebastian Streeter, of Portsmouth, the Ser- 
mon, from | Tim.iv. 12, “Let no man despise thy 
youth ; but be thou an example to believers, in word, 
in conversation, in charity, in spirit, in faith, in puri- 
ty.’ Br. Edward Turner, of Charlestown, the Con- 
secrating Prayer. Br. Hosea Ballou, the Delivery of 
the Scriptures and Charge. Br. Edward Turner, the 
Right Hand of Feilowship. Br. Thomas Jones, of 
Gloucester,the Concluding Prayer.—Univ. Maguzine. 
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: Obituary. 

Deparied this life in Randolph, Vt. the 5th of July 
last. Br. Jonn Goss, aged 71. 

Br. Goss adds one to the number of believers in 
the salvation of all men, who left this world, strong in 
the faith in which he lived. He lived a christian,and 
he died a christian. Virtue, sobriety, and benevo- 
lence, were the characteristics of his life; faith in the 
Redeemer, hope in his mercy, and joy in his embra- 
ces, were the sweet consolations of his expiring mo- 

ments. Retaining his senses to the last, he devoutly 
and vocally commended his spirit to his Maker, in 
supplication and prayer. Some thought he was too 
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good a man to die a Universalist, and were sorely 
grieved that he should bear such love and zeal in ay 
hour that tries the souls of men. But let us remem. 
ber, “The Lord knoweth the way of the righteous; 
but the way of the ungodly shall perish.” 


- 


The End of the Year. 


Composed the evening of the 31st of December, 1818, just 
before retiring to rest. 


Behold, another year is past, 
And yet my life is spar’d ; 
To future periods still ] haste, 
As in the past have far’d. 


O, let experience, Lord, improve 
To teach me what is right; 

As taught by wisdom and thy love, 
Obey with all my might. 


If I another year should live, 
Wilt thou my helper be ? 
If not, O Lord, I freely give 
Myself and all to Thee. 


SS 


Gloom of Autumn. 


SECOND PART, 


Soaring like an angel flying, 

She ascends the azure blue, 

To her Savior, who’s inviting 
Her his glory to pursue ; 

Saints and angels there adoring, 
In prostration low they bend, 

In seraphic pleasure glowing, 
Welcome their dear sister friend; 


> 
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Who in concert is united, 


ely With the armies of the skies ; 
an In God’s praise are all delighted — 
he There no troubles can arise ; 
1s: Pain and death are now removed, 


Fear is banish’d from the mind, 
From her eyes all tears are wiped, 
For all these are left behind. 


Thus unshackled she’s ascended; 

High, more high her views arise— 
bat Sees in Christ to all extended, 

Blessings that salute the skies. 

Thus adoring with amazement, 

At her former love of sins, 

How in them with full engagement, 

She oppos’d the King of kings; 


W onders at the great salvation, 
Which from sin and death doth share; 
Meek, yet rais’d with elevation, 
Shouts eternal glories there: 

Angels, saints devoutly bending, 
Clearly, full, and sweetly sing, 

Grace. free grace to all extending, 


Through our crucified King. 
J. BABBIT. 


SE 


Hymn. 
[SELECTED. | 
Rev. xix. 6. 1 Cor. xv. 24—26. 


—ara 


Hark! the song of jubilee 
Loud as mighty thunders roar, 
Or the fulness of the sea, 

When it breaks upon the shore ; 
HauvLevusan! for the Lord 
God Omnipotent shall reign ; 
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Hawuuewuusan ! let the word 
Echo round the earth and main. 


Hallelujah! hark! the sound, 

From the depths unto the skies, 

Wakes above, beneath, around, 

All creation’s harmonies— 

See Jehovah’s banner furl’d, 

Sheath’d his sword! He speaks, ’tis done, 
And the kingdoms of this world 

Are the kingdoms of his Son. 


He shall reign from pole to poie, 
With illimitable sway : 

He shall reign, when like a scroll 
Yonder heav’ns have pass’d away. 
Then shall sinners all come home, 
Man’s last enemy shall fall ! 
HauveLusan! They shall come, 
Bending to the Lord of all. 


p — —____| 


To Correspondents. 


R. S’s ideas on the parable of the unjust steward, 
appear to be new. He is requested to favor us with 
some further remarks on the subject; particularly, re- 
lative to these words, ‘“*Then the steward said within 
himself. Whai shal! I do, for my Lord taketh away 
from me the stewardship ?” This seems to imply that 
he felt guilty. 

Hyram and Philo appear to be on one subject. 
Should they be called to give their reasons, it is hoped 
they wil! hoid themselves in readiness to answer. 

Dea. Moulton Needham’s defence before an eccle- 
siustical council, called by the church to which he 
belonged, with other particulars relating tothe doings 
of the church and council, which resulted in the 
charge of heresy, will appear in the next number. 











